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performing that self-appointed task. The largest part of our
effort in promoting the regeneration of women should be
directed towards removing those blemishes which are
represented in our Shastras as the necessary and ingrained
characteristics of women. Who will attempt this and how ?
In my humble opinion, in order to make the attempt we
will have to produce women pure, firm and self-controlled
as Sita, Damayanti and DraupadL If we do produce them,
such modern sisters will receive the same homage from
Hindu society as is being paid to their prototypes of yor$.
Their words will have the same authority as the Shastras.
We will feel ashamed of the stray reflections on them in
our Smritis and will soon forget them. Such revolutions
have occurred in Hinduism in the past, and will still take
place in the future, leading to the stability of our faith. I
pray to God that this Association may soon produce such
women.
We have now discussed the root cause of the degenera-
tion of our women, and have considered the ideals by the
realization of which the.present condition of our women
can be improved. The number of women who can realize
those ideals will'be necessarily small, and therefore we will
now consider what ordinary women can accomplish if they
will try. Their first attempt should be directed towards
awakening in the minds of as many women as possible a
consciousness of their present condition. I am not one of
those who believe that such an effort can be made through
literary education only. To work on that basis would be
to postpone-indefinitely the accomplishment of our aims ; I
have experienced at every step that it is not at all neces-
sary to wait so long. We can bring home to our women
the sad realities of their present condition without, in the
first instance, giving them any literary education. Wgjnp.an
is the companion of man gifted with equal mental capacities.
SKe has the right to participate in the minutest detail of
the activities of man, and she has the same right of freedom
and liberty as he. She is entitled to a supreme place in
her own sphere of activity as man is in his. This ought to
be the natural condition of things, and not * result only of